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Estonian Exile Activities 



As forecast. In the referenced despatch, a 
meeting of an c Eotonian Constitutional Electoral 
^.Board" vae held in Detroold, Germany, and Mr « Alfred 

w as named Deputy President of Estonia in Exile* 

This Is the second claimant now on the exile scone for 
the positional -Acting President of Estonia, -the first 
being 

The background of the naming of Mr* Maurer as Deputy 
(and consequently Acting) President of Estonia lies in the 
dislike felt by a number of exiled Estonians for Auguct Rei 
and for some of his liberal-socialist supporters* This oppo- 
sition, which probably includes the majority of exiled *• Eaton Ians, 
contends that Mr„ Rei 1 o claim to be Acting President of Estonia 
Is not Justified by the Estonian Constitution* It contends that 
Article 46 of this Constitution retires the election of an 
Acting President by the Const itut-ional Electoral Board, If the 
office of President be cones "vacant in time of war"* Mr* Rei* a 
supporters argue on the other hand that Estonia never entered a 
state of war, so that there la no need to convene the Electoral . 
Board with the further result that Mr* Rei becomes Acting Prcsi* 
dent through normal succession as the oldest surviving Cabinet 
member of the last free government* 

The Electoral Board called for by Article 46 of the Const!* 
tutlon consists of the Prime Minister, the. Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces, the Chairman of the Chamber of Deputies, the. 
Chairman of the Council of Stata and the President of the Supreme 
Court of Justice* These positions vers represented At the 
Dotsold meeting as folio war 
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km Prime Minister 

”” IS 'view of Bel* • refusal to convene the 
Electoral Board, the sr-Mlniater of Defense, /- 
JoharrUOLMBERO, the next senior remaining Cabinet 
ftembeP, asoumoa responsibility for convening the 
Board end acted In this capacity during its nesting* 

B* The Cbttnanderrin^C hlof. of the Arm ed force s ; ,?j 

. u”! ; This positTan was a « wmanT \>v~n» p f»*r n^ i^hangaa A: 

ASOODLA In view of , the deportation in lMI-piA r~—' # 



m Vies Vi , HUS set A m W*. w* # 

. vConmander^in-Chlef General LAIDONSE and Mr, Johan 
Uolmberg 5 a taking the functions of Prime Minister ■ 
;;st,.the^me.etlng»- . . •> 

• C# Chairman of the Chambw r_af Deputies 

ftepreaenjedTB yf former Deputy . . 

Speaker of the BatoaKuiraamber of Deputies* 

S* Chairman of the Council of State 

ThlVpost was nob an 3 reportedly cannot be • 

'■ y .flilodet. " 

B* President of the Supreme Court of Justice y ;; 

TT^tHeus»XftBWTHJtt’j’ senior surviving Judge of 
the Estonian baprsne Court* . 

The only action taken by the Eleetoral Board at tb* meet-* 

' ing was to .name Mr* Maurer as the Deputy President of Estonia 
: In Exile and consequently its Acting President* *"e. 

• It is anticipated that Mr* Maurer will nominate an . 

Estonian Cabinet In Exile and will make an effort, to- include). 

In this Cabinet ah Estonian in each of the major punters of .. ... a* • • 
Kr.tonian refugees, including the United States, Canada* Germany,;.;- 
England and Sweden* It is also understood that he will load an. - A 
effort to hold .an election among all -Estonians in Sweden in order.; 
to font a -foundation for participation in an International 
Estonian center probably to be located in the United States* The i 
Hei faction of Estonian oxilos has. refused to recognise Hr* Maurer 
as Acting President of Estonia and there , are consequently two . 
claimants for this title* .' . f. ' '£?:•£ 
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